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Next meeting to be held:  
Wednesday, May 13th, 2009  

8:00 PM at Levittown Hall  

Serving The Amateur Radio Community Since 1965 

Dates to look forward to:  

Picnic - May 31st 

Outdoor Hamfest - June 14th  

Field Day ï June 27th & 28th  

Mark you calendars! -  Itõs Pic- a- nic Time  
 

The picnic will take place on May 31
st

 in Bethpage State Park at the Polo field parking area. 
This year weôre planning to have a scenic motorcycle ride, a bike ride, a low band station, 
and a bunny hunt, in addition to a really good softball game. We want to make it a great          
family day, so bring your kids & grandkids. We will be having activities and contests for the 
kids, and prizes will be awarded.  
 

Cômon down, bring the family, have a good time , a great meal, and lots of Ham Radio fun!  
 

See You At The Picnic  

Jeff -  N2ION  

AGENDA 
 

òARESó 

òBeing Preparedó 

Presented by Jim W2KFV, Rob K2RRM & Bruce K2BRG  
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Presidentôs Message 
 May 2009 

 

   On more than one occasion, I have heard some ñold-timersò lament the good old days of 
amateur radio, when hams were hams. Well, I am of that older group having been licensed now 
for over 50 years, so I can tell you something of those days. 
 

     For the electronic enthusiast in general, and amateur radio operator specifically, a Saturday 
trip to Cortlandt Street in Manhattan was the equivalent of todayôs trip to Disney World. Both 
were fantasies come true. As we would walk into store after store, we were awed by the huge 
piles of the latest military surplus equipment to hit the streets. Very often, the latest version of 
QST or CQ would have the information on converting a military transmitter to amateur use, and 
for some that was great news.  Very practical and inexpensive!  For others, such as me, we 
would be amazed by some of the items that we saw of which we had no concept of what they 
were or what they could do. But they were beautiful, and for a few dollars, we could buy them 
and they would be ours forever. 
 

     Talk about todayôs Geeks! Imagine riding home on the subway with some strange piece of 
metal held tenderly and with loving care. The other riders could only play guessing games while 
they stared, but I knew.  And when I finally arrived home, the analysis and the dissection began 
almost immediately. Very often, though, I could only conclude that yes, it was what it was, 
whatever that was. 
 

     So that is part of the lore, when men were men, and boys would throw double-pole, double 
throw knife switches to change from transmit to receive, and hope that they had shut off the 
transmitter; when schematics were readable, and parts readily available; when you substituted a 
5% tolerance resistor for a 10%, and got out your tube substitution guide to find a suitable 
replacement; when you bought a blank chassis and punched holes in it to mount a tube socket ; 
and when a young manôs imagination had no limits. 
 

     Those are the good old days that so many of us miss. 
 

73 
Richie Cetron, K2KNB 
President, LIMARC 
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The meeting started at 7:45 PM 

Motion: Al. W2QZ made a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the Log. Rick, K2RB seconded the 

motion. The motion passed on a voice vote. 
 

Presidentôs remarks: Richie, K2KNB ï The board members set a good example by attending the hamfest. 

Rich, WA2NLL is receiving help from others in getting the Log out. Jerry, WB2ZEX has been getting the 

printing done at Staples. The mailed Log is now costing about $80.00 for printing and postage. This has re-

sulted in a savings for the club. There is a need to develop continuity in the routine things we do. Some 

times, with changes in leadership, thing fall through the cracks. There are some errors in the articles of in-

corporation that LIMARC has on file with New York State. The current filing shows a New York City    

address. 
 

Motion: Ken, WB2KWC made a motion to correct the information on file with the State. A form will be 

filed with the state to change our location to Nassau County and our address to P.O. Box 392, Levittown, 

NY 11756. Harry, KC2FYJ seconded the motion. The motion passed on a voice vote. 
 

A New York State QSO party is being planned by a club in Rochester. They have requested that clubs 

throughout the state sponsor plagues to be given as awards. 
 

Motion: Jerry, WB2ZEX made a motion to sponsor a plague for QRP in memory Norm Wesler. Rick, 

K2RB seconded the motion.  The motion passed on a voice vote.  
 

We have received a request to host a safe driving course. Club members would receive a discount off the 

normal fee. The instructor would be Diane, K2DO.  
 

Motion: Harry, KC2FYJ made a motion to host a NYS Safe Driving Course. Jerry, WB2ZEX seconded the 

motion. The motion passed on a voice vote.  
 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

LIMARC April 1, 2009  

Board Meeting Minutes  
 

 

 

Officers Present: Richie, K2KNB, President; Harry, KC2FYJ, Vice President; Bob, 

W2OSR, Secretary; Jerry, WB2ZEX, Treasurer; Rick, K2RB, Past President 

Board Members Present: Al, W2QZ; Ken, WB2KWC; Lew, N2RQ 

Guests: George, WB2HPI; Jeff, N2ION; Don, WB2BEZ; Joe, KC2JON; Les K2TGW; 

Eric, KE2EJ 

A Word From The Editor  
 

Richieôs Presidentôs Message brought back fond memories of Saturdayôs spent on Cortlandt Street.  Do you 

have a memory that you would like to share?  Maybe you have a picture of that thing-a-me-bob or 

whatchamacallit that came in a wax sealed military package.  Send them in to wa2nll@limarc.org and Iôll 

work on getting together a story about Radio Row for a future issue of the Log.    

73, Rich, WA2NLL 

mailto:wa2nll@limarc.org
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Our excess equipment needs to be inventoried and sold. Equipment was donated to LIMARC and the Suf-

folk County Radio club. This equipment will be sold and the profits will be split. 

 

Officer Reports: Harry, KC2FYJ, Meetings ï Rich, N2STU and Nancy, N2TKA will talk about digital 

radio modes. In May, ARES will make a presentation.  Don, WB2BEZ will talk about Field Day for our 

June meeting. September is open. ARES will be back again in October. November is the month for nomina-

tions. In December we will have our elections and annual party.  
4  
Secretary - no report.  
 

Treasurer, Jerry, WB2ZEX - In the Treasury $9008.58 and in the memorial funds $5955.68.  Jerry also 

mentioned that our income has been in the $21,000 - 22,000 range for the past few years; however our 

spending was over $25,000 last year. 
 

Committee Reports: Public Service, George, WB2HPI ï The Long Island Marathon is on May 3. There 

is a new ARES web site: WWW.NCARES.NET.  
 

Technical Committee, Richie, K2KNB ï A GE Master 3 repeater has been installed in Plainview. There is 

a time out problem when using IRLP that needs to be addressed. The new antenna was installed at the Sel-

den site. Billy and Elliot managed to tie the installation in with other work, so our rigging bill was only 

$555.00. We are currently using a loaner duplexer at Selden. A replacement duplexer will cost about 

$1000.00. We need to add something about ECHO LINK and IRLP use to our repeater rules. 

.  

Field Day, Bob, W2OSR ï The application for use of the field at Rose Mary Kennedy School has been 

submitted to BOCES. A copy of our insurance policy will be sent ASAP. We got a price on a 2KW Honda 

generator. With what is being spent on the repeaters buying $950.00 generators will have to wait. Don, 

WB2BEZ tells me that the old generators are still serviceable. The next committee meeting will be on April 

7 at 7:00PM prior to the general meeting.   
 

Audit Committee, Les, K2TGW ï Periodic reports are needed about what is in the memorial funds. Any 

checks that are received need to be kept track of in our bookkeeping.  
 

Membership, Jerry, WB2ZEX ï We have 342 members. E-mail renewal notices were sent to 36 people 

and 12 post cards were sent.  
 

VE, Al, W2QZ ï The next test is scheduled for May 9 at 1 PM. 
 

Hamfest:  We have received ARRL approval for the outdoor Hamfest.  
 

Picnic, Jeff, N2ION ï The picnic will be on May 31. The next committee meeting is on April 21. 
 

Note: At the general meeting there will be a vote on changes to the By-Laws. 
 

Old Business: none 
 

New Business: LI Radio Day is on April 18 at CW Post College. LIMARC will have a table. 

Ken, WB2KWC has created a program that should make mailing the E-Log easier. 
 

Good and Welfare: Jay, N2FP is doing better. George Weiner, K2CQM is home recovering after a serious 

illness. 
 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 9:45 and seconded. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Robert Batchelor, W2OSR  

Secretary 

(Continued from page 3) 

http://www.ncares.net
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Hamming It Up  

All artwork used with the  permission of the copyright holders 
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Officers Present: Richie, K2KNB, President; Harry, KC2FYJ, Vice President; Jerry, WB2ZEX, Treasurer; 

Bob, W2OSR, Secretary; 

Board Members Present: Lew, N2RQ; Ken, WB2KWC; 

Guests: Shirley, KB2TNZ 

There were 34 members present thus establishing a quorum.   
 

The meeting was opened with the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance at 8:10PM. 

Richie, K2KNB Presidentôs Remarks ï As the years go by there is a need for continuity in what we do, to 

make sure things donôt fall through the cracks. We found that when LIMARC was formed the original pa-

pers filed with the state of New York indicated we were in New York City. The papers were signed in 1968 

but we didnôt become a 501c(3) corporation until May 4, 1970. We are not sure what caused the delay; 

maybe it took that long to raise the filing fee. The antenna in Selden was replaced. We need to replace the 

loaner duplexer. The estimated cost is $1000.00. We have IRLP available on the Selden, Glen Oaks, and 

Plainview repeaters. The 1.2 GHz repeater is expected to be on the air again next week. On April 18th Ra-

dio Day will be held at CW Post University. It starts at 10 AM. The picnic is scheduled for May 31st at 

Bethpage State Park; bring children, we have lots of activities planned for them. LIMARC is a public ser-

vice club. ARES need operators for the Long Island Marathon. Lew, N2RQ reminded us that when the 

Marathon first started it was a LIMARC event. 

Reports: Meetings, Harry, KC2FYJ ï Tonight Nancy, N2TKA and Rich, N2STU will talk about the vari-

ous forms of amateur radio digital communications. In May, ARES will make a presentation about their ac-

tivities. Don, WB2BEZ will talk about Field Day for the June meeting. September is open. ARES will be 

back again in October. November will be time for nominations for club officers;  Mel, KS2G will talk about 

N1MM logging software and contesting. It is elections and party time in December.  

Treasury and Membership - Jerry, WB2ZEX ï There is $8537.58 in the general fund and $5955.68 in 

the savings account for the memorial funds. Our membership is now at 345. Notices have been sent to 42 

former members who havenôt paid for this year. 

Donation: Richie, K2KNB ï We received an equipment donation from the estate of a silent key. We were 

instructed to share what we received with the Suffolk Amateur Radio Club. If there is a school program in 

Suffolk County that can use something we will loan them equipment to use as long as the program contin-

ues. If the program ends the equipment comes back to us. Some items may be sold and the profits shared 

between the clubs. 

Public Service: Jim, W2KFV & Harris, NY3H ï The friends of RACES will be helping at the April 26 

March of Dimes Walk. On May 3 ARES will be supporting the Long Island Marathon and the MS Walk at 

Jones Beach. The next ARES meeting is on April 23 at Eisenhower Park.  There will be a hands on demo of 

digital modes. The new ARES web site is on line at WWW.NCARES.NET .  

Technical Committee: Andy, WA2CDL and Eric, KE2EJ - The repeaters are OK.  

Hamfest: Richie, K2KNB ï The next Hamfest will be on June 14 at Briarcliffe College.  

Contests: Mel, KS2G ï April is quiet. May 2-3 10-10 International Spring CW; May 30-31 CQWW WPX 

CW; June 14-15 ARRL June VHF QSO Party; June 27-28 ARRL Field Day; July 11-12 IARU HF Champi-

(Continued on page 7) 

General Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, April 7, 2009 

8:00 PM Levittown Hall  
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onship; and July 18-19 NAQP RTTY are the up coming contests. The NY QSO party is October 17.            

LIMARC may donate a QRP plaque. 

Safe Driving: Diane, K2DO ï Diane with help from George, N2GA will be holding a safe driving course at 

Levittown Hall. The time is 6:30PM to 9:30PM on May 22 and May 29. Pre-registration is required. You 

must attend both nights to get credit for the course. LIMARC members will receive a discount.  

VE Tests: Jim, W2KFV ï The next test is at Levittown Hall on May 9 at 1:00PM.  

BY-LAWS: Harry, KC2FYJ read the proposed changes to By-Laws that were submitted by Ed, K2EPM.  

Article 2 Section 4  

Motion: A motion to accept the proposed changes was made by Diane, K2DO. The motion was seconded by 

Lew, N2RQ. The motion passed unanimously.  

Article 3 Section 1 The addition of 1C. 

Motion: George, N2GA made a motion to accept the proposed change. The motion was seconded by Nancy, 

N2TKA. Jerry, WB2ZEX moved to closed the discussion. The motion passed with 1 objection.  

Motion: A motion to close the meeting was made by Harry, KC2FYJ. The motion was seconded by Mel, 

KS2G. The motion passed on a show of hands. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Robert Batchelor, W2OSR 

Secretary 

(Continued from page 6) 

 

 

 

Ed, K2LCK sends us further info concerning a picture published on page 15 of last monthôs 
eLog:  

We Get Email 

Al Davidson (W2NYN) , Rose Blvd, Baldwin and all the other operators were known to me (VL, & CB) 

[not too sure about W2DX}  in 1956 as members of the old Mid Island Radio Club, W2UBW. The Mid 

Island (not to be confused with the Mid Island Amateur RC) was also composed of some of the members 

of the old Frog Hollow Radio Club.   I joined them on Field Day in 1956  before entering the army (ours, 

I think).  I am reasonably sure that that photo was taken of the MIRC at Lister Field in Rockville Center, 

their usual Field Day site.... Ed K2LCK 

This e -mail was received from Ted - WI2Z: 
 
DEAR JERRY, 
  
TNX FOR THE LOG AND THE THRILLING STORY OF THE TITANIC.HOWEVER DOESN'T APRIL 15,2009 MARK 
THE 97 NOT 87 ANNIVERSARY OF THE SINKING WHICH I BELIEVE OCCURRED IN 1912.  
73, 
TED 
 
Whoops - so much for counting on my fingers - ed. 
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Pictures From The April 2009 Meeting  

Bottom 3 photos courtesy of N2RQ 

Our Guest Speakers - N2STU and N2TKA 
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U.S. Army Signal Corps History  
 
 
 
 

Albert James Myer, an Army doctor, first conceived the idea of a separate, trained professional 
military signal service. He proposed that the Army use his visual communications system called 
"wigwag" while serving as a medical officer in Texas in 1856. When the Army adopted his system 
June 21, 1860, the Signal Corps was born with Myer as the first and only Signal officer. 
 
MAJ Myer first used his visual signaling system on active service in New Mexico during the 1860-
1861 Navajo expedition. Using flags for daytime signaling and a torch at night, wigwag was tested 
in Civil War combat in June 1861 to direct the fire of a harbor battery at Fort Calhoun (Fort Wool) 
against the Confederate positions opposite Fort Monroe. Until March 3, 1863, when Congress au-
thorized a regular Signal Corps for the duration of the war, Myer was forced to rely on detailed per-
sonnel. Some 2,900 officers and enlisted men served, albeit not at any one time, in the Civil War 
Signal Corps. 
 
Myer's Civil War innovations included an unsuccessful balloon experiment at First Bull Run and, in 
response to McClellan's desire for a Signal Corps field telegraph train, an electric telegraph in the 
form of the Beardslee magnetoelectric telegraph machine. Even in the Civil War the wigwag sys-
tem, dependent upon line-of-sight, was waning in the face of the electric telegraph. 
 
The electric telegraph, in addition to visual signaling, became a Signal Corps responsibility in 
1867. Within 12 years, the Corps had constructed, and was maintaining and operating some 4,000 
miles of telegraph lines along the country's western frontier. 
 
In 1870, the Signal Corps established a congressionally mandated national weather service. With 
the assistance of LT Adolphus Greely, Chief Signal Officer BG Myer, by the time of his death in 
1880, commanded a weather service of international acclaim. The weather bureau became part of 
the Department of Agriculture in 1891, while the Corps retained responsibility for military meteorol-
ogy. 
 
The Signal Corps' role in the Spanish American War of 1898 and the subsequent Philippine Insur-
rection was on a grander scale than it had been in the Civil War. In addition to visual signaling, in-
cluding heliograph, the Corps supplied telephone and telegraph wire lines and cable communica-
tions, fostered the use of telephones in combat, employed combat photography, and renewed the 
use of balloons. Shortly after the war, the Signal Corps constructed the Washington-Alaska Military 
Cable and Telegraph System (WAMCATS), introducing the first wireless telegraph in the Western 
Hemisphere. 
 
On Aug. 1, 1907, an Aeronautical Division was established within the office of the Chief Signal Of-
ficer. In 1908, the Wright brothers made test flights of the Army's first airplane built to Signal Corps' 
specifications. Army aviation remained within the Signal Corps until 1918, when it became the 
Army Air Service. 
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The Signal Corps lost no time in meeting the challenges of World War I. Chief Signal Officer MG 
George Squier worked closely with private industry to perfect radio tubes while creating a major 
signal laboratory at Camp Alfred Vail (Fort Monmouth). Early radiotelephones developed by the 
Signal Corps were introduced into the European theater in 1918. While the new American voice 
radios were superior to the radiotelegraph sets, telephone and telegraph remained the major tech-
nology of World War I. 
 
A pioneer in radar, COL William Blair, director of the Signal Corps laboratories at Fort Monmouth, 
patented the first Army radar demonstrated in May 1937. Even before the United States entered 
World War II, mass production of two radar sets, the SCR-268 and the SCR-270, had begun. Along 
with the Signal Corps' tactical FM radio, also developed in the 1930s, radar was the most important 
communications development of World War II. 
 
The Signal Corps' Project Diana, in 1946, successfully bounced radar signals off the moon, paving 
the way for space communications. On Dec. 18, 1958, with Air Force assistance, the Signal Corps 
launched its first communications satellite, Project SCORE, demonstrating the feasibility of world-
wide communications in delayed and real-time mode by means of relatively simple active satellite 
relays. Meanwhile the Korean conflict cut short an all-too-brief peace. 
 
Korea's terrain and road nets, along with the distance and speed with which communications were 
forced to travel, limited the use of wire. The Signal Corps' VHF radio became the "backbone" of 
tactical communications throughout the conflict. 
 
The Vietnam War's requirement for high-quality telephone and message circuits led to the Signal 
Corps' deployment of tropospheric-scatter radio links that could provide many circuits between lo-
cations more than 200 miles apart. Other developments included the SYNCOM satellite communi-
cations service and a commercial fixed-station system known as the Integrated Wideband Commu-
nications System, the Southeast Asia link in the Defense Communications System. 
 
Today communications systems and facilities are still evolving as the Signal Corps continues the 
commitment to its regimental insignia's motto, "Watchful for the Country." A major program in 1988 
was the initial production and deployment phase of the mobile-subscriber equipment system. MSE, 
along with other innovations, in LTG Bruce Harris' words "exemplify the dynamics of ... [the Signal 
Corps'] ever-increasing mission and responsibilities in supporting our Army. The professional chal-
lenge that these initiatives represent in not new to our Signal Corps. Our history is dominated by 
rapid change. ..." As in the past, the Signal Corps (Regiment) "will continue to ... [meet] these chal-
lenges with distinction." 
 

Excerpted from "The Signal Corps and the U.S. Army Regimental System" by Dr. Kathy Rae 
Coker, command historian, Signal Center and Fort Gordon, November 1989 . 

Good and Welfare 

     We would really like to keep our members informed about what is go-

ing on with each of us. Please e-mail Rick, K2RB at k2rb@limarc.org, 

or welfare@limarc.org, with items for our Good and Welfare column. 

mailto:k2rb@limarc.org
mailto:welfare@limarc.org
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BRIARCLIFFE COLLEGE  

1055 Stewart Avenue 

Bethpage, New York 11714 
 

Amateur Radio Equipment / CB Equipment / Computers / Ham Equipment Dealers 
 

Television / ARRL Information / VHF Tune-up Clinic (Get your rig checked) 

DXCC Card Checking 
 

General Admission: $6.00*    Doors open 9:00 AM  
*children 11 and under (when accompanied by a paying adult) and non-ham sweethearts FREE 

 

Free parking for buyers! Food/Refreshments available 
 

Sellers: All spaces $10.00. Admission for each person, including the main vendor, is $6.00 each. 

Over 600 outdoor tailgate spaces available! Gates open 7:30 AM to sellers - no pre-registration is necessary! 
 

Bring your own table/chair/umbrella  
 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL:   Pre-register with payment by May 20th, and receive the following 

discountsé.. 
 

Early Birds also receive express check-in!  

$8.00 per spot/ $5.00 per vendor 
 

Please send payments before May 20th to: 
 

LIMARC  

P.O. Box 392 

Levittown, NY  11756-0392 
 

Talk-in on W2VL, 146.85 repeater (136.5 PL) 
 

Hamfest Chairman: Richie K2KNB - (516) 694-4937 

E-mail:hamfest@limarc.org 
 

DIRECTIONS 
From Long Island Expressway:  Take LIE to exit 44S (Seaford-Oyster Bay Expressway-Rte 135) South to exit 9 (Broadway, Bethpage).    Make a 
right turn onto Broadway and bear right onto Cherry Avenue. Go past Bethpage High School and at the light make a right turn o nto Stewart 
Avenue. Go past the flashing light and look for Briarcliffe College on your left - watch for the hamfest entrance.  
 
From Northern State Parkway:  Take the Parkway to exit 36A South (Seaford-Oyster Bay Expressway-Rte 135) and follow directions above. 
 
From Southern State Parkway: Take the Parkway to exit 28AN (Seaford-Oyster Bay Expressway-Rte 135) North to exit 9 (Plainview Road).   Make 
an immediate left at the bottom of the ramp (under the Expressway) onto Broadway and follow the LIE directions above to the c ollege. 
 

*** http://www.limarc.org &/or http://www.limarc.org/fest.htm ***  

LONG ISLAND OUTDOOR HAMFEST  

Sunday, June 14th, 2009 
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Technical Report May - 2009 

 

     I wanted to remind everyone about the use of repeaters that have IRLP and/or Echolink connected to them. 

It is important that you get into the habit of pausing before speaking, probably at least 2 seconds. You should 

be pausing anyway, so that others have the opportunity to join in, but particularly with the links, there is a need 

to have the computer linking catch-up.  If you speak before the computer has synced, the person on the link end 

will not hear you and will begin speaking. That IS why you sometimes hear two distinct voices speaking at the 

same time.   The IRLP link has been a success, and your proper use of it will only make it better. 
 

73 
Andy, WA2CDL  
Technical Chairman  

The LIMARC REFLECTOR 
Please note the NEW and IMPROVED reflector, LIMARCINC  

One would think that the number of people who get the E-log would be the same number of people 

who belong to the LIMARCINC  (please note the new name) Reflector group. That is not the case. 

Far fewer members who get the E-Log also subscribe to the Reflector.  

The LIMARCINC reflector. 
Why? 

I am told that this is the fastest way to communicate information to our members. We would like to 

encourage more members to sign up for the LIMARC Reflector group on Yahoo. You must be a paid 

up member, and you can sign up by clicking on the link above or by going to the LIMARC website 

at www.limarc.org and going to the Reflector page. It is an excellent way for us to keep the members 

informed about what is going on in the club. 

What? Youôre not a member of the REFLECTOR? Sign up TODAY (itôs free) for more informa-

tion speak with K2KNB, 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LimarcInc

